
A few weeks ago, I was 

leading the lesson in our 

Childrenõs Church. We were 

learning about òThe Church 

Unitedó- when Paul and 

Barnabus, along with the 

council and elders, met 

with the Pharisees in Jeru-

salem to resolve disputes 

regarding whether 

Gentiles should follow 

the laws of Moses.  

We laid out a large 

parachute on the 

ground to represent 

our church. I then 

presented the chal-

lenge. Holding up indi-

vidual balls, I said, 

òthese balls represent dif-

ferent people in our com-

munity. Just like the coun-

cil and elders, letõs decide 

whether or not they can 

come to our church.ó I held 

up the first ball and told 

the children that this per-

son did not believe in Je-

sus. The children agreed 

that this person could 

come to church; as well as 

the second òball,ó a person 

who believes in another 

religion. But then I pre-

sented the scenarios of 

two sinners: a person 

known for stealing and a 

person who says very bad 

words. The childrenõs 

unanimous decision. . . 

òNo.ó They are not wel-

come.  

And there we have our 

lesson. The sinners are 

not welcome at church, 

but they are the ones who 

desperately need to know 

Jesus.  

One child stated, òWell, 

everyone can come to 

church, but we don't have 

to like it!.ó  I fought back 

laughter at his blunt hon-

esty.  

So, our lesson continues! 

Do we dislike the sin or 

dislike the sinner?  

We can learn so much from 

our children. They speak so 

candidly, which at times 

can be quite a terrify-

ing experience for 

parents, but their in-

nocence reminds us of 

our own indiscretions.  

At SUMC, we welcome 

everyone to òKnow Je-

sus, Share His Love, 

and Grow His Church.ó 

As Paul states in Act 

6:15, òWe believe that we 

are all saved the same way, 

by the undeserved grace of 

the Lord Jesus.ó  

As we òkick offó another 

school year, we look for-

ward to getting to know all 

our neighbors and growing 

together in our faith. Donõt 

worry, the children will be 

glad to see you 

too! 
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Celebrations  

Happy Birthday To You!  

Stephanie Mowery 9/02  

Rowie Okocha 9/07  

Sam McLane 9/10  

Erik Normark 9/10  

Michaela Causey 9/14  

Danna Kelemen 9/13 

Alex McLane 9/19  



If your child enjoys music, then 

SUMC is the place to be on Sunday 

evenings. Our childrenõs music min-

istries are a wonderful way for your 

children to have fellowship with 

children their age, sing and play 

great Christian songs, and learn how 

to read music.  

 

The childrenôs 

choir performs 

for our church 

family about 

once a month. 

The bell choirs 

perform every 

other month.  

For parents who have young chil-

dren not yet in choir, we have a par-

entõs lounge located next to the bell 

room (Room 

114). Relax and 

enjoy fellow-

ship with other 

parents while 

your children 

enjoy partici-

pating in our 

handbell and 

vocal choirs.  

 

All choirs are open to any child. You 

do not need to be a member of 

SUMC. If you have any questions 

about our childrenõs choirs, please 

contact Dr. Linda Monson at lmon-

son@gmu.edu. If you are interested 

in more information about our bell 

choirs, contact Mindi Riffer at  

riffers@hotmail.com.  
 

SUNDAY EVENING  

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

5:00 Youth Vocal Choir  

5:45 Junior Bell Choir 

 (grades 2 -6) 

6:00 Cherub Vocal Choir  

 (K-grade 1) 

6:15 Junior Vocal Choir  

 (grades 2 -6) 

6:30 Cherub Bell Choir  

 (K-grade 1) 

6:45 All choirs are finished.  

 

 

Sing and Ring Sunday Evenings!  

Itõs The Great Pumpkin Patch! 
Itõs the Great Pumpkin Patch, CWP 

and SUMC families and friends! 

Come join the Barr and Krieger 

families for a great day òdown on 

the farmó at Belvedere Plantation , 

near Fredericksburg, VA. On past 

trips, many families have joined us, 

and we donõt want you to miss out on 

all the fun.  

On September 25 th , we will travel 

to a real pumpkin patch and enjoy a 

hayride, fun barn, corn maze, and 

private bonfire. Come cook dinner 

under the stars and enjoy hot 

chocolate, sõmores, and of course, 

great fellow-

ship! 

 

COST: $11.00-

$15.00 per 

person ðsee 

the website 

for specific 

admission info. (Price covers admis-

sion for fall festival with all the 

farm activities, admission to the 

Maize Maze Adventure, and hayride 

to the HUGE pumpkin patch). You 

can pick your own pumpkin right 

off the vine. See the website for 

more information. 

www.belvedereplantation.com  

TIME:  Whenever you get there 

and into the evening. Our private 

bonfire begins at 6:00 pm -bring 

your dinner to roast over the fire!  
 

Please let me know your familyõs 

intentions so weõll have plenty of 

sõmores at the bonfire! RSVP to 

Shana at (703) 451 -2375 or 

sumc.families@gmail.com. 

In keeping with our long tradition 

here at SUMC, the congregation will 

present Bibles to our third grad-

ers.  We donõt want to leave anyone 

out! If you have a third grader, (or 

fourth grader who has not received 

a Bible), please 

call the office 

or send an e-

mail to Shana 

Barr at 

sumc.families@gmail.com by  

September 19th and give us your 

childõs full name, which will be in-

scribed in the Bible.  The Bibles will 

be presented at the 10:30 am wor-

ship service on the 26 th  of Sep-

tember.    

Do you have a 3rd Grader? Then, mark your calendar.  
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T.A.G. (Tweens and God!) New!!!  

Grow in Godõs Love At Sunday School 

The 2010 -2011 

Sunday School 

Year begins Sep-

tember 12 th . 

Have your child 

experience the 

excitement of 

Godõs love in our 

engaging Sunday 

School program .  

Our loving staff 

embraces the word of God and nur-

tures children and youthõs spiritual 

growth in a warm, friendly, and 

creative environment.  

All children and youth will enjoy the 

opportunity to grow in their faith 

and develop new 

friendships. Children 

ages 3 ½ -Kindergarten 

meet in room 206 

(children must be 

potty trained). Chil-

dren in 1 st  through 3 rd  

grades meet in room 

207. Children in 4 th  

through 6 th  grades 

meet in room 203.  

 

Our youth class meets downstairs in 

the youth room.  The teenage years 

are some of the most challenging, 

and Brother Washingtonõs class is 

where your youth should be! 

Through devotionals and lively dis-

cussions, these students see how 

Godõs word applies to their daily 

lives. 

 

Sunday School starts at 9:15 am 

and ends at 10:15 am.  

 

All children must be registered for 

Sunday School. Registration forms 

are available in your childõs class-

room, on the narthex table, or see 

Shana Barr. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Shana at 

sumc.families@gmail.com or (703) 

451-2375.  

New this year for Tweens ð T.A.G.! A 

special club for children in grades 

4th through 6th grades. In T.A.G., 

children will  gain new friendships 

and participate in age appropriate 

devotionals and fun activities. Word 

in the pews is that some activities 

will include laser tag, neighborhood 

scavenger hunts, movies, bowling, 

and much more!  

T.A.G. events are scheduled the 

second Sunday of the month at 

6:45 pm, but due to the Columbus 

Day holiday weekend, the first 

meeting will be on October 3rd. 

T.A.G.  immediately follows chil-

drenõs vocal and bell choir rehears-

als and coincides with the SUMC 

youth group meeting. Occasionally, 

T.A.G. members will join the SUMC 

youth on mission projects and spe-

cial activities.  

T.A.G. is lovingly supported by 

Tween parents, so please check and 

see where you can lend a hand in all 

the T.A.G. fun!  If you have a tween 

interested in participating in T.A.G., 

please contact Shana at 

sumc.families@gmail.com or (703) 

451-2375.  

Tween Lock-in 2010ð Where 49 Health Kits were made for Garfield E.S.!  

mailto:sumc.families@gmail.com

